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“As Mrs. Fahne-

stochk whirled
around to face
the threalening

figure whose re-
Aection in the
wtrror had fRlled
her with -uch
aiarm, she recog-
nized — her . hus-
band’s valet
bend’s valet.
‘Well, are you
going to pay or \
not?' he snarled"

RS, GIRSON
Ru'{ FAHNE-
STOCK, Jr.
eeated At the dress.
her bou-
heard the door
open abruptly behind her and an
pected footfull, half muffe | by
rug .
She stiffened. In the well-ordered
Chatean de Montaligne, one of the show
places of Nice, none of the household was
Accustomerd to

Ing table 1n

o T,

anex-

a £oit

such

uncergmonious pro-
crcyre Even a personal mald must
needs knock and request permission be
tore entering the houdoir of Madame

Nothing had heralded this intruder's

approach, as sudden as it was stealthv.
Madame i

None came

walted for an explans
Instead, there was an omi-
closed. The

the unknown

noug click as the door was
footfalls sounded agnin a
presence drew nearer

The offended feeling of the distin-
guished-locking matron at the dressing
table wns nlarm
She clutched her filmy negligee about
her, but the paralysis of fear was UpeT
her and she felt powerless to turn her
head.

Across the length of the dainty bou-
doir, past the fout of the canoped French
t>F"]. !fllllldh‘li the rl'lllt_\.'_i_'Il_‘_'_

mucceeded by one of

Relentleasly

the presence came nearer and nearer
Une more step ond the mirror on
Madame's dressing table would reves
i‘l”.

A smothered scream escaped Mrs.

Fahnestack's \lips, for the reflection
her mirror
muzzle of n

in

showed her the menacing

revolver. *

At last she repained power over her
muscles and whirled around, shivinking
back sgainst the Lable And then she
recogmized the IIII"'.‘.’.iI-_'JlH:;
husband's valet.

The dark, saturnine features of the
man were pgathered in a scowl. “Well,
are you going to pay or not?" he snarled

The woman, white to the lips, gasped,
but eould no! speak. The vale

bygure—her

lows ll'-;
his weapon

“1 could ki1 vou easily,” he said, “but
I have
a far better method than pobbers, ‘e
are here alone in vour Doudoir. It waus
gimple.  How many ether times | wight
have slipped in How

often might we have met in the evenlugs

that would not suit my purpose.

here 1o seq :,'nu'

v

vour hushand’'s valet

unlimited

in the gardens? As

I have had opportunities for
sceret intimacies with you."

“How dare

malron erted,

von say such things!" the

She rose as if to run t
the dooy and summon wid

The man drew aside. “Call any one
You and 1 will
And

he sneered

ani EVery one you ke

he found alone in your boudomy

then what will people think?"

Mrs. Fahmestock =hrank back, aghast
The strengin of the valet’s vile intima-
ne was urefutable What would be

the attitude of the world, ever ready to
Y

pul the worst construction upon mat-
ters? Would her mere word &tand, even
againgt the accusations of a ropuc?
Would there not always be those to
doubt, in spite of her utmest sincerity

and her most vehement protestations? [t
was indeed a desperate situation. Black-
mail always is,

When hiz
shocked

rated his scheme

subsided

blackmailer

vietim  had

inta
gilence the elabo-
He would declare to
Mr, Fahnestock, her husband, that he,
Cuira, and Mre Fahenstoek
had been involved in a guilty love affaiy
unless

the wvalet

a payment of 500,000 francs w

fortheoming al once. FMailure to pay, he
astured her, meant a ruined reputation
and o ruined home.

People will say that where there s
smoke thers 18 fire, Cuira hinted, with
that diabolical knowledge of the perver-
sities of humen nature which is the stock
in trade of the bhlackmailer '

Small wonder that poor Mrs. Fahne-
stock temporized and asked for time to
ulitain the money asked. Flourishing his
revolver, the man left the room

Mrs. Fahnestock, living abroad with
her husband in the luxury of their eha-
t Niee, hod beeame the target of a
crime wiich thousands of her fellow-
Amerieans cannot though
pasedly safle

CECADE, sup-

and secure wmmong Ltheir
frictds at home

The vale

gaped by the

ot Ralph Cuirn, had been en-
Fahnestochs on

A few weeks later they
woticed that Rhig hair was changing calor.
He wa

conled hi

high ree-

vmmendations,

had con-
tdentity and that he in reality
Marquis de Castao
grandee and member of Multese nobility,

led to explain that he

whn tho Spanish

ATy
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Lady Elsie

Mackay, the

English beauty

who is said to

have tipped 2 would-

be blackmailer into
the river

secretarial
work and beean to pay attentions to Mrs.
Fahnestock
with hlackmsil, menacing her with a re.
and threatening to shoot her and
her htisband, burn the chateau and com-
mit suicide.

He then was

promoted to

and later to threaten her

volver

Profoundiy startled, Mrs, Fahnestock
iared say nothing for o time. Then she
tovk steps toward the only way to save
herzelf,  She confided in two persons,
who 4l her to take the story at
husband. ‘Trusting to his
faith in her, she did so.

Still geeking notoriety, the
Fahnostocks fled ta Pariz, but were ful-
lowed there by Cuira, who continued to
make threats,

Then Mra. Fahnestock resoled upbn
that which iz the only
way to beat Llackmail—to drive it oyt in
the open.

Calling in the Paris police, thep laid

adv

once Lo har

to avoid

courageous act

4 plot for the blackmailer. And into it
he fell.
Haled into court, Cuira admitted his
staries of his relations with Mrs. Fahne-
stock were Lie He had blackmailed, he

pleaded tearfully, to get money to pay

numerous debts, iz ¢laims to nobility
were as false as his words, the police
declared.

The story of the entire affair thus be-
canme Far reflectine on
Mrs. Fahnestock, her brave action in un-
has become a

public from
musking the blackmuiler
sotree of groat credit to hoer

“It 12 not offered to
pay anything after he siarted trying to

lrue that T ever

blackmail me,” Mrs. Fahnestock ex-
plained in telling of the affair. *“The
only offer to help Cuira, who, is only

twenty, was when he claimed to be a

marquis. Evidently of good family, I
wanted to help him while he was
L)

73 gained our
5 ‘,;i presenting recommendalions [ime

Harris
jo. ths

5> intinuing s education
“We have been the vicetin
of a dastardly scoundrel who

ronfidence !‘;\'

and again I was templed to paj
him what he asked in order to keep my
name clear of sensational publicity, but
I decided to fight to the end, knowing
ihat the coart would obtain a conlession
from the rogue.”

Such was the Lrave Mra,
Fahnestock. 'Other victims of blackmail-
¢rs, however, have not known so well the
best manner of dealing with them

Walter 8. Ward, the bakery magnale,
was driven to such desperation that he
chot and killed a man he sald was black-
mailing him. According to the million-
aire's story, before he acted to end the
toriment to which he was being subject-
ed, he already had paid out £30,000 to
close the lips of those who said they
stood rendy to reveal scandalous stories
about him unless paid, Meeting on &
junely road the men he sald were goad-
ing him beyond endurance, Ward drew
his revolver and shot one of them to

-
course ol

death. .
In the course of the investigations dur-

ing the resulting trial stories were told

fashionable
American sociely weman
vbo had the courage to
send a blackma

ant to prison

i?

elpful Example Set by Mrs. Fahnestock's
Brave Resistance of the Villainous
Valet Who Threatened to Besmirch
Her Good Name and Unsuccess-
fully Tried to Force Hush Money
From Her at the

d Muzze of

Mrs. Walter S. Ward,
whose husbznd claims
to have thot one of
(e gang that was try-
ing to biackniail him

ca L.'*Pﬂ'}

Ward 's

(% voung wife, Tt
w2s charged that the

liad main-

“ilcd an apartment in

Sew York City, whera
women had been
! m ol company.
These reportzs Ward's
pistol had not been able
to, still
\ much wisar and
r-- able method of
ialing with a black.
mailer was that Prae-

ted by the remarkabla
’.\ad-,- Elsie Mackay, the
itughter of Lord Inch.
caps, millionaire Briton.

The zirl, whase
Iing serv- HEas

~ahnestock

elope-
with the dashing
: artain Denis “‘ymlham
nnd ended ip A dizas-
trous marritge, had become an n-*.t.;eu
in the movies iy - rave attempt to .\"‘i”
n way. Shehad heep sbandoned
by her husband and po, angry
:|I A
In that condition shy
one day by o manef
ing, who declered ke uq Private inf
mation to her advantagy, He ml“?r'
her to go ous on the Tpg e o Rive o
boat with him, ths none mi-' N
LI’H DVer-

hear. Thers he thieaten, s the stare]
gorl with 8 verniclog, blackihaiy Startled

her ow

father

a5 approached
some social stand.

Lady Elsie did no hes:mtf}ilﬂl !
strong, young body Jynes s S Her
anid the boat lurche) dderl ¢ "’IF-'.' f‘“la
With o ga5D of Wrpriy ¥ With hep,

! . tl ’
blackmailer went gyep the " Wouldihe
boat and mto the TiVer. mdt‘ of lhq

Laody Elsie bent to the oars
[

to the necarest police Statig nd rowed
returned with €01 5tableg :.‘h Vhen she
nowhere to be found_ ¢ man Wwas

heard of since, NOr hag he been
The girl, like Mg, Fa

such courage as m; h““lock, had

U of ng,
nence luek, men why Day utmlml prami.
mail trust every yoge O R blnek.

‘|:-,1 unmask the 'h“‘llo
mail, Lo fight the de

ner of blacy.
only suredefense, i

" with e, g



